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1. Abstract  

By means of an exemplary, explorative investigation into pedophilia, a complex array of 

discourses are unfolded. Utilizing the vocabulair of Foucault and termini begotten from the 

actor-network theory, a pragmatic inventory of the network of the self-defined implicit, 

explicit, hidden and resurfacing pedophilic discourses was conducted. Focussing on the 

network from a digital media perspective, exploitation of a technological democracy by 

pedophiles is looked into. It was found that a rational, synthetic understanding of the explored 

discourses will be needed in order to create a possible hindrance for online pedophilic 

justification and children molestation processes. 

 

1.1 Keywords  

Pedophilia, discourse, public sphere, sexualization of the child, child offenders legislation, 

incident-based, common sense, rationality, actor-network theory, the Freenet project, virtual 

communities, the hidden discourse 
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2. Preface 

 

My antennae are always on the alert for spotting possible subjects of interest for future 

research, in any way relating to my study Communication and Information Studies. On the 

15th of December of 2004, the first idea about investigating pedophilia sprang from my mind, 

after watching a TV-show called The hopeless fight against child pornography shown on the 

Dutch public broadcasting station Nederland 3. It opened my eyes by visualizing the 

widespread perverted usage of the Internet. The show focused on the Freenet project and its 

offered virtual omnipresence of offensive material. My attention was drawn towards the 

fundament of this network with its, partly perceived and partly true, censorship free, lawless 

and anarchistic characteristics.  

  It reminded me of something I’ve read by Noam Chomsky. He stated that every 

concentration of communication must be seen as a possible threat to the democracy (1997). 

Within the network of Freenet, groups of subjects can assemble and constitute unspecified 

relationships to communicate and transfer digital information of one’s own accord. From the 

brainstorming and draft phase of my research, my main concern was gaining insight into the 

threats posed by online pedophilia in its broadest sense of the word. I started my research by 

focusing on Freenet and it perverted usage in relation with its idealistic foundations. By 

studying this phenomenon, a stepping-stone was created for understanding the broader 

essence of perverted behavior and its reflexive relationship with both our cultural history as 

well as our contemporary society.  

  This understanding was established while standing on the shoulders of others in my 

direct environment. I would like to thank drs. Imar de Vries for shaping the first 

conceptualization of my research project, Ton van Elk de Freese of Advocatenkantoor 

Stouthart CS for his legal advice, fellow student Maarten Brinkerink for his contribution of 

insights and examples, Ready2Rumbl for the artwork and prof. dr. Christina Slade for her 

input regarding philosophical grasping of the topic. I reckon the great support I’ve had over 

the course of writing this Bachelor thesis from drs. Mirko Tobias Schäfer. Without your help, 

the pendulum of the thesis, swinging from the pedophilic perspective and the common sense 

perspective wouldn’ t have been in proper place. Also you helped me out a lot in providing 

understanding of the necessity of calling all stations I’ve passed during my investigation.  

Last but not least I would like to thank Stephanie Rap and my family for diverting my 

attention of the project now and then and for letting me stay in touch with our everyday life.  
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4 Introduction 
   
  ” I want to have sexual contacts with children, yes. But can you tell me what should  
  be such wrong about it? She doesnt know what she does? Who cares if she likes  
  it, and a 12 or 14 yo does know what she is doing. Children are too innocent? You  
  have not much contact with young children dont you? Children are sexually very  
  active if it is not forbidden, maybe you are afraid of that”  (Naphtala, 2005).  

Cyber psychologists Jennifer Buchanan et al., observed an alarming “growing incidence of 

on-line pedophilia”  (2000), which lead me to investigating this phenomenon from a digital 

media perspective. Within our society, pedophilia is one of the most (unknown) public health 

problems of the decade, according to Bill Glaser. In his report on policy and prevention of 

pedophilia, he stresses the need to define the problem and to define pedophilia as a problem in 

order to deal with it effectively (1997, 2). Clifford Linedecker, a criminologist, adds “a series 

of federally founded studies […] disclosed that sexual abuse may be a more common 

childhood affliction than broken arms or tonsillectomies”  (1981, 29). Until recently 

pedophilia has mainly been studied from a clinical (for instance results suggest that pedophilia 

is linked to early neurodevelopmental perturbations, Cantor et al., 2004) legislative (for 

instance follow-up research shows failure rates remain comparatively high, Maletsky & 

Steinhauser, 2002) and perception perspective (for instance results show that moral panic 

connected to pedophilia is very present in our contemporary society, McCartan, 2004). These 

paradigms all play their part within the broad perception of the pedophilic discourse. 

  By deconstructing the online pedophelic discourse from a distant and rational 

perspective, I aim at gaining insight on its positioning among and within other discourses such 

as politics, legislation, online regulation, prejudices and morality. Nowadays, I believe it is 

necessary to focus on the interwoven cultural child pornography discourse from a digital 

media perspective, since child pornographers have also evolved over time. Pedophiles 

generally do not fit the stereotype of “ the nasty old man prowling school playgrounds, parks 

and candy stores”  who seeks to lure youngsters to some deserted area. The (post, KL)-modern 

pedophile is often a pillar of his community, and is “more likely to be sophisticated, mobile, 

educated, and wealthy and is respected for his involvement in youth-oriented activities”  

(Linedecker, 1981, 29).  

  In order to make an investigation on this phenomenon, a clear definition of the term is 

necessary. The word originates from the Greek paidophilia (� � �� � � �� �� )—pais (� � �� , "boy, 

child") and philia (� �� �� , "friendship"), which approximately means child lover (Wikipedia, 

2005). The International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems 
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defines it as “a sexual preference for children, boys or girls or both, usually of prepubertal or 

early pubertal age” (2003). For this investigation it is sufficient to understand it as things adult 

do to children in contradiction with what most people accept by loving somebody.  

 The Freenet Project serves as an illustrative phenomenon for my analysis. Freenet 

itself is not a pedophilic network. However, it will be disclosed that the offered possibilities of 

gathering of subjects interested in certain explicit/perverted materials are grounds for 

regarding it as a common place of rendezvous for pedophilic minded individuals. By 

investigating this network, an attempt to intrude the complex of surrounding discourses will 

be made.  

5 Explor ing discourses 

 

In order to investigate discourses, proper understanding of the term is indispensable. During 

the ages of the Middle English, discourse was known as a “process of reasoning”  (The 

American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 2004). The “postmodern”  

philosopher Michel Foucault understood this process of reasoning as a person’s strive towards 

verity1. The discourse derives all its power from its participating subjects, but according to his 

beliefs, every form of society controls, selects and organizes the spoken and written words 

before handing it back again (1982, 9). Striving towards verity is therefore based, influenced 

and formed most notably by institutionalization (1982, 16). We will see that comprehension 

of in this case pedophilia is a result of a complex process of control, selection and 

(re)distribution.  

  The concept of the public sphere, introduced by Jürgen Habermas, can be seen as a 

fitting illustration for this striving. Within the first modern constitutions, Habermas saw a 

guarantee for society to form spheres of private autonomy in parallel with publicness; “ the 

bourgeois public sphere can be understood as the sphere of private persons assembled to form 

a public”  (1996, 94). However, back in 1970, Foucault was already under the impression that 

within every single form of society, a certain partitioned discourse divided into several 

different layers could be perceived (1982, 20). Also currently, it must be noted that within our 

society no such things as general, homogenous, publics or masses exist. Douglas Kellner and 

                                                
1 Verity should be understood as a synonym of the social construction of a truth. It is the quality of something, a 
statement or a principle, being true for a certain group of individuals. This can be illustrated by Agnes Sligh 
Turnbull who understood it as follows “The mind once suddenly aware of a verity for the first time immediately 
invents it again”  (The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 2004). In short it can thus be 
understood as the (continuous process of) social construction of mutual understanding of a principle.  
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Steven Best, in their interrogations of postmodern theory, describe the increased 

fragmentation of both our culture and the public (1991).  

  Researching pedophilia, makes me foresee I will be confronted with a-like different 

layers and publics, since both public voices, ethics, our contemporary culture, politics, 

legislation and merely hidden utterances requires examination. So this exemplary 

investigation should be understood as an exploration through the encountered different 

pedophilic layers, in which every voice is weighed and seen from its personal perspective, its 

alleged discourse-background.  

 

5.1 Ascending analysis of power  

The methodological precaution of ascending analysis of power, as described by Foucault will 

serve as one of the underlying basic principles for the investigation of the (layered) 

discourses. Thereby it is important to conduct an ascending analysis of power, instead of a 

deduction of power, beginning at the power centre and researching extensions of it. When one 

understands basic levels or “molecular elements of society” , later on, generalization will be 

more convenient, according to Foucault. “Starting [...] from its infinitesimal mechanisms, 

which each have their own history, their own trajectory [...], and then see how these 

mechanisms of power have been [...] invested, colonized, utilised, involuted, transformed, 

displaced, extended etc, by ever more general mechanisms and by forms of global 

domination”  (Foucault, 1980, 99). By analyzing details at micro-level, general phenomena 

can be demonstrated and understood later on as well. Therefore the extensions and peripheral 

influences within our society will be looked at in the beginning, pursuing a specialization 

along the way to end up with the core, the pedophilic and child lovers’  manifestations within 

digitalized environments.  

5.2 Actor -network theory 
The analysis of power of the discourse will be exercised by means of the “Actor-Network 

theory”  which can be most prominently associated with the French scientists Bruno Latour 

and Michel Callon. Latour was trained as a philosopher and anthropologist, Callon as a 

sociologist. In their opinion, actors need to be understood in relation to the network, since 

both actors and network are mutually essential and constitutive. Over time, Latour and Callon 

have structured and defined the concepts of actors and networks creating a handle for 

investigation of networks in its broadest sense of the word. Internet scientist Felix Stalder in 

his exploration of the theory described its essence by stating that “an actor can not act without 
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a network and a network consists of actors”  (1997). Callon describes the interrelation between 

the two constitutive factors as follows: “ the actor network is reducible neither to an actor 

alone nor to a network. Like a network it is composed of a series of heterogeneous elements, 

animate and inanimate, that have been linked to one another for certain period of time”  (1987, 

93).  

  The supplied termini provided by Latour and Callon are chiefly utilized for 

demarcation purposes within my exploration. In order to make a functional exploration trough 

a certain field, in my opinion, a clear defined field is necessary. It is especially helpful when 

analysing several different entities arising in and between different media. By describing the 

chosen actors, a mental image of the network can be modelled. Since the discourses that will 

be analysed do not consist of face-to-face interactions and inasmuch as we face all-embracing 

communication processes within our present techno-culture, (the constitutive character of) 

both “computer-mediated communication”  as described by internet researcher Stephen Jones 

(1999) as well as non-computer mediated communication will be analysed. Its conjunctions 

need to be addressed systematically.  

 Actors that will be addressed are both human and non-human. One could think of for 

instance pedophiles, children, fantasy, policemen, politicians as well as pedophilic motives, 

legislation, films, books emotions, morality, computers, software and the Freenet network 

itself. My aim is illumination of the discourses by means analysing the external conditions 

that are shaping an appropriate framework. In order to be able to define a network, the termini 

will be both implicitly and explicitly used. Explicitly, with direct reference to this vocabulary, 

implicitly when these are contained in the nature of my analysis. These all will be exemplarily 

described with an explorative literature research and a broader research encompassing several 

media phenomena. 

 

6 The explicit discourse 

 

My exploration through the pedophilic frontier will be based on the self defined and 

characterized explicit, implicit, hidden and resurfacing discourses. This way, a systematic 

analysis of actors, networks and its conjunctions, within an all-encompassing framework can 

be conducted. At first, an analysis of the explicit (anti-) pedophilic discourse will be given. 

This will be juxtaposed by the implicit discourse, which seems to have penetrated our 

contemporary culture. The implicit discourse is followed by an investigation into the hidden 
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discourse. Certain pedophiles show to be completely aware of the implicit discourse that’s 

present within our society. The hidden discourse focuses on the subaltern pedophilic voice.  

The explicit discourse can be understood as the combining of the common 

denominator, the moral and the public opinion. Bernard Hennessy describes universally 

agreed human behaviour and meanings. He states that the oldest and traditional concept of 

public opinion created “a barrier to debate and dialogue about issues”  (Hennessy, 1985, 15). It 

constituted social pressure to conform. David Hume and John Locke believed that peer 

pressure was the most important facet of public opinion, because “people feared to be 

nonconformist, public opinion legitimized governments and integrated individuals by 

conforming a consensus about establishing norms”. However nowadays it seems that public 

opinion nowadays means “controversy, exchange of conflicting preferences […] and 

“directing force for political elites”  (cited in Hennessy, 1985, 15). In this investigation, the 

symbiosis of the common denominator, morality and the public opinion on pedophilic 

endeavours, created under peer pressure, will be labelled as common sense. These are defined 

as a general opinion based on the public opinion, conventional wisdom and the traditional 

moral. The symbiosis will be understood in correspondence with Foucault, who assumed that 

every discourse within its society was customized in line with various omnipresent, 

exclusionary mechanisms. The societal discourse and peer pressure within our society still are 

exclusionary mechanisms, striving towards ceasing pedophilic utterances, thereby sending 

them to the hidden worlds.  

  Nancy Fraser, a feminist, in her critic on Habermas’  notion of the public sphere 

Rethinking the Public Sphere acknowledges that our society, a participatory democracy, 

serves as a broad public in which “participants can deliberate across lines of difference”  

(1990, 70). However, Habermas already foresaw, like I’ve illustrated by describing his 

perceived layers, that a public cannot solely consist of a uniform mass. Since “only 

participants themselves can decide what is and what is not of common concern to them” 

(ibidem, 71), subjects participate within a large amount of publics, creating as many different 

discourses. This approach provides understanding of the pedophilic discourse, since the 

network of the explicit (and as we will see the implicit and hidden) discourse embanks the 

pedophilic manifestations.  

  Callon describes the concept of a network as follows: “ a group of unspecified 

relationships among entities of which the nature itself is undetermined” (1993, 263). The 

explicit discourse needs to be understood as being of undetermined nature, however, with a 

general public attitude, serving as a base for constitution of expelling agents. In relation with 
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the network, exclusionary methods can be understood as vital actors, reminding that “an actor 

is an actant endowed with a character”  (Akrich, Latour, 1992, 259). The spinal column of this 

and actually every network is formed by stabilizing actors.  

  The explicit discourse in my case equals the morality that is of common concern to the 

broad public. This public embraces a large amount of different subjects who are themselves 

participating on an array of discourses but all have one thing in common: their morality; their 

shared, constructed idea that children must be seen as a-sexual. It is a construction of right or 

wrong, which is explicit, and encompassing several publics.  

Child pornography is namely widely perceived as forbidden, a taboo. In my opinion, this 

sentiment is most principally based on incident-based emotions, but this will be addressed 

later on. First the explicit discourse will be illustrated by means of the exclusionary systems 

as described by Foucault. 

 

6.1 Bans 

In order to rationally understand the explicit discourse, I try to disclose its nature by providing 

insight into it by describing the exclusionary systems Foucault introduced in his inaugural 

speech. These systems are the ban, the mentally ill and the truth. The most evident and most 

frequently applied exclusionary system is the prohibition or the ban (Foucault, 1982, 10). 

Bans, dynamically, form a fluid but very sophisticated grid. He underlines that the “sexuality 

and politics are the more dense grids” , ones with the “blackest, opaque spots”  (ibidem). 

Focussing on sexuality and especially pedophilia, it is well known that dense grids are for 

instance (tight and severe) legislation.  

 According to Dutch legislation in its essence no sexual preference is considered as 

illegal, so strictly logically seen fantasying about and having pedophilic feelings are not 

prohibited by law. But, when summarizing laws, it all comes down to the fact that every 

sexual contact with someone aged younger than 16 is in fact infringement on the law and is 

thus subject to a penalty. The first of October 2002, the permitted age of participation in 

pictures or audiovisuals of pornographic nature was raised to 18 years, thereby also creating a 

foundation for penalizing virtual child pornography.  
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  Interpol2 lists sexual offenses laws for every Interpol member state. Article 240b-1 of 

the Dutch Penal Code covers the issue as follows “A term of of imprisonment of not more 

than four years or a fine of the fifth category shall be imposed on a person who either 

disseminates, publicly displays, manufactures, imports, transits, exports, or has in stock an 

image or a data carrier, containing an image, of a sexual act in which a person who clearly has 

not reached the age of sixteen (16) is involved” (2003a). From a broader legislative 

perspective, the European Union sees itself as “a forerunner in the fight against illegal and 

harmful content”  and illustratively Europol works on an “sophisticated networked 

international child sexual exploitation image database”  (Official Journal of the European 

Union, 2004, 123).  

  Grosso modo, most other civilized countries have this kind of legislation. These 

legislations can be found in the online legislation database of Interpol, which covers 

legislation of its member states on sexual offences against children. However, legislation is 

absent in for instance Nepal. Subodh Ghimira, the Nepalese Deputy Superintendent Of Police, 

also states after inquiry that “please be informed that we do not have any legal provision on 

Child Abuse”  (Interpol, 2003b). Organizations like Free A Child (a non-profit organization 

located in Boulder, Colorado, U.S.A.) bring these kind of issues “ into the consciousness of the 

global community”  (Free A Child, 2005). 

 

6.2 Borderers 

Legislation aims at providing clear understanding of what is lawful and what is not, however 

bans can create blurring. In spite of the well defined borders provided by the bans, all the 

same border cases can cause problems. Foucault uses the mentally ill to make this point. Since 

the beginning of the middle ages, people believed that the speaking of the mentally ill didn’ t 

carry any validity whatsoever. In the strict sense of reasoning, utterances of the mad were 

perceived as non-existent. Nowadays, it could be said things are changing, the unheard are 

being heard by for instance professionals, however, censorship is hardly absent since, in many 

ways, reasoning of the mad isn’ t easy to grasp for the mass (Foucault, 1982, 11).  
                                                

2 Creating criminal databases and offering analytical services are core functions of Interpol. The organization 
has created an online database which covers every Interpol member state. Legislation on ages for legal purposes, 
rape and other forms of child sex abuse, child prostitution and child pornography is provided. It shows some 
legislations makes specific reference to child prostitution and child pornography. If such legislation is absent, 
extracts are provided concerning prostitution or pornography in general.  

�
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 Utterances of pedophiles are excluded from the discourse, since they are, generally 

speaking, believed to be articulations from the brainsick, which are thus seen as non-acting 

actors. By stigmatization processes, peer pressure and social construction, the agency of a 

society, pedophiles are excluded from the public discourse, in the same way as every criminal 

is not accepted to participate the public discourse. The frontier area separates between 

admissible and inadmissible expressions. The law actually provides them with this way of 

thinking since they are often described as being non compos mentis, i.e. insane. A recent, 

rather surprising article in one of the national Dutch quality newspapers, the Volkskrant 

Magazine entitled What are these men like?3, offered insight mainly from a pedophilic 

perspective. The article provided a representation of pedophilic motives, since the editors 

choose to describe the experiences they go through, exclusively from their point of view. This 

can be attributed to meeting the public demand on information, on the ethnographical interest 

in rare species. The pedophile is someone who is rarely rationally gazed upon or understood, 

but ethnographic interest of the unknown or strange is served perfectly well by issuing it in an 

established medium.  

  These border crossings were unheard of in the public sphere, but are recently 

occurring more and more, be it with low frequency. They cause problems in ways that the 

frontier area gets blurred by different opinions on a beforehand agreed hidden factor. In 

following editions of the newspapers or magazines, publications of sent in letters were 

absent4. The absence could be due to the fact that the editors of the newspaper didn’ t want to 

blur the frontier furthermore. This way the article is solely a representation, since it doesn’ t 

act as a platform for the pedophiles, because of the absence of further comments or feedback 

from either our society or pedophilics. Later on, pedophilic platforms seeking justification for 

pedophilic (sexual) preferences will be examined. 

6.3 The truth is 
In line with the other exclusionary systems, the bans and exclusion of the voice of the 

(perceived) mentally ill, the social construction of veracity of every statement is generally 

                                                
3 Translated, original title in Dutch; Wat zijn dit voor een mannen? 
4 A Volkskrant Magazine editor stated, when requested, that no sent-in letters came in regarding the article. 
However, a non-published sent-in letter regarding this article written by a co-administrator of 
http://www.pedofilie.nl, an information - and discussion site focusing on pedophilia can be found online: 
http://www.pedofilie.nl/comment/reply/290/2047. Interesting to note; the editor informed me that an angry 
women was very hot under the collar, since the fictional pseudonym of Tjeerd Landman corresponded with the 
name of her husband, an artist. This resulted for instance in defiling Google search results: her husband’s website 
was preceded by the Volkskrant Magazine article containing the pseudonym. So, although the author of the 
article made clear indications that the pseudonym was completely fictional, a clear border was crossed in the 
woman’s opinion. Nota bene: the pseudonym in the online article was altered to Piet Leenman.�



 14 

based on a habitually institutional fundament. Both her strength and her weakness evolve 

from the whole range of for instance scientists and libraries. But this strive is, according to 

Foucault, maybe even more intensely kept within its verges by the ways the knowing is 

processed within a certain society. The ways this knowledge is valued, distributed, spread and 

assigned to certain groups shapes perception on the strive towards the truth (1982, 17). This 

way, the a-sexuality of children is socially constructed and this construction can be seen as the 

common sense.  

  As we have seen, blurring occurs sporadically, but evident illustrations of the 

forbidden nature of pedophiles are for more frequent within our society. A recent edition of 

Zembla, a renown TV-program in the Netherlands shown on the public broadcasting station 

Nederland 3 provides a clear example. Apprehended with child pornography5, shows an 

inspector who’s quoted, sighing discouraged, wondering about whether pedophiles will ever 

stop. Policemen aren’ t paid to understand criminals or psychopathology, but their sets of 

believes have a great influence on the common sense of persons. The pedophilic endeavors 

are redirected back into the secluded words, since they are also seen as crazy by 

institutionalized professionals6. The common sense of the viewers is constructed by 

statements like these, since in my opinion, most people usually take beliefs offered by (semi-) 

professionals for granted. These institutionalized actors make up the broadly accepted truth.  

 However, the truth seems to be that common sense can’ t handle the truth. The 

Zembla episode was not viewed by an astonishing broad public. Its first run on the 09th of 

June 2005 reached 389.000 spectators, whit a market share of 6.7% (share of the total amount 

of spectators at that very moment) (SKO, 2005). Our common sense seems to have problems 

with handling the truth, assuming7 that higher ratings for other Zembla episodes (the episode 

on the 16th of June 2005 was viewed by 569.000 spectators, equaling 10.1% of the amount of 

spectators at that moment) underline this assumption (ibidem). An earlier run of the program 

focusing, please note8, on teenage sexual behavior The jungle of teenage sex9, was reached by 

654.000 viewers, with a market share of 10.4% (Mediakrant, 2005). Lower ratings could 

actually be due to the absence of possibilities of ‘ordinary’  people to relate these endeavors to 

their personal environments, so the complex web of interests people can have shows there’s a 

certain point where the ethnographical interest in rare species stops.  
                                                
5 Translated, original title in Dutch Betrapt met kinderporno  derived from the French documentary Cyberflics 
contre cyberpédophiles. 
6 When officers of investigation can be seen as such.  
7 The editors of Vara Zembla didn’ t provide me with any commentary on these assumptions after inquiry.   
8 This discrepancy will be addressed later on. 
9 Translated, originally written in Dutch; De jungle van tiener seks.��
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6.4 The repression of child sex offenders 

In the United States, the clear borders of the constructed a-sexuality are underpinned by 

publicizing the whereabouts of sex offenders. States are obliged to keep track of sex 

offenders, as was recently required by three laws, the Jacob Wetterling Registration Act10, 

The Pam Lynchner Tracking and Identification Act11, Megan’s Law12 and the Campus Sex 

Crime Prevention Act13, which were all passed by the U.S. Congress. The first three are clear 

examples of incident-based legislation. 11 year old Jacob Wetterling was abducted in 1989 in 

St. Joseph, Minnesota. In 1990 while showing a house to a prospective buyer in Houston, 

Texas, Pam Lynchner, a real estate agent, was attacked and sexually assaulted. Megan©s Law 

is named after seven-year-old Megan Kanka, a New Jersey girl who was raped and killed by a 

known child molester who had moved across the street from the family without their 

knowledge. In the wake of the tragedy, the Kankas sought to have local communities warned 

about sex offenders in the area. All states now have a form of Megan©s Law”  (Office of the 

Attorney Journal, State of California, 2001). Generally speaking these three laws were based 

on the emotional discourse initiated by grass roots movements of the American people after 

incidents had happened. Peer pressure ensured rapid growth of the discourse. Legislation was 

formed, after mobilization of both the people  as well as politicians in the aftermath of the 

incident, as it can be read in Megan’s Law “ in order to ensure that people adequate 

information about the identities and locations of sex offenders who may put them and their 

families at risk”  (2004). These are examples of a society acting as an agency. 

  The National Alert Registry, an actor within the representation of pedophiles (or 

“predators”  as they label them) states additionally that, “on March 5, 2003, The Supreme 

Court ruled that information about potential predators may be posted on the Internet”  

(National Alert Registry, 2005). This registry can be accessed online, and offers a zip code 

and e-mail address search engine for tracing sex offenders in the surrounding neighborhood.  

 

 

                                                
10 The Jacob Wetterling Crimes Against Children and Sexually Violent Offender Registration Act dating from 
1994 was passed as part Federal Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of that year. This law requires 
states to implement a sex offender and crimes against children registry (Bureau of Justice Assistance, 2005).   
11 The 1996 Pam Lychner Sexual Offender Tracking and Identification Act of 1996 was an amendment to the 
Wetterling Act. This law requires lifetime registration for recidivists and offenders (Bureau of Justice 
Assistance, 2005). 
12 Megan©s Law, also dating from 1996, amends the Wetterling Act. It requires states by law to establish a 
community notification system (Bureau of Justice Assistance, 2005).  
13  The 2000 Campus Sex Crimes Prevention Act also amends the Wetterling Act. This amendment was aimed at 
requiring offenders in providing information to a law enforcement agency within its jurisdiction about 
enrollment or employment at an institution of higher education (Bureau of Justice Assistance, 2005).�



 16 

 

Figure 1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A similar role is played by the website <http://www.sexcriminals.com>, which offers 

“Sex Offender Registries, Sex Offenders Search, News, Info and Discussion”  (2005). This 

site offers an index for looking up offenders within (U.S.) state databases. When exploring for 

instance the California database14, one can search via name, address, city, zip code, county, 

parks and schools. I choose to look up an area in Los Angeles (see figure 1). Via a drag and 

zoom pin pointer, one can narrow down the visualizations of the map. Sexual offenders are 

represented by blue squares. When a blue square is clicked, details on the convicted offender 

pop up (see figure 2). The database currently contains details on 68.000 registered sex 

offenders, meaning out of an U.S. Census Bureau (2004) estimated state population of 

35.893.799, nearly 0.215 percent of the inhabitants are enlisted as such. On the map I’ve 

shown, 27 sexual offenders can be counted, within a region which is inhabited by 1425216.  

  David Giles, a media psychologist, implicitly combines the three exclusionary 

mechanisms with his analysis of pedophilia and eroticism, by stating that it could be argued 

that the “ ferocity of assaults on convicted (child) sex offenders […] are driven partly by the 

need for heterosexual men to have clear boundaries between what is acceptable sexual desire 

[…] and what is not”  (2003, 102). By having specific, clear bans, the borders are evident and 

the construction of the mentally illness of the offenders become widely accepted into the 

common sense. When addressing this notion, it is interesting that disclaimers are placed on 

online sex-offender databases stating, among other things, that “ the California Department of 

Justice has not considered or assessed the specific risk that any convicted sex offender 

                                                
14 Accessible via <http://meganslaw.ca.gov/disclaimer.htm>. 
15 68.000 / 358937.99 	  0.189447765 %. 
16 27 / 0.189447765 * 100% 	  14251,94� 
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displayed on this web site will commit another offense or the nature of any future crimes that 

may be committed” (Office of the Attorney Journal, State of California, 2001).  

 

Figure 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Sexual offenders become stigmatized and permanently marked, both online and 

thereby also offline, regardless of whether they’ ll be recidivists of not. They’ ll be a blue doth 

on the virtual maps for ever. People in the direct environments of the individuals that are 

traceable online will probably for ever be omitted due to what can be seen as a social 

exclusion discourse. Foucault states that criminals are automatically ejected from the 

discourse since they are categorized as abnormal (Foucault, 1982, 13), but their future, at least 

seen from this investigation perspective, could also well be without participation within 

general discourses. Later on, representational justification from the pedophilic perspective 

itself will be addressed; thereby I will be focusing on justification and perverted (online) 

endeavors.  

 

7 The implicit discourse 

 

This chapter will investigate the implicit discourse. The implicit discourse underlies the 

explicit discourse which we found out that, generally speaking, clearly presents children as 

being a-sexual. However, as I will demonstrate in the paragraphs that follow, contained in the 

 



 18 

nature of our culture, there seems to be some concealed workings of implicit pedophilic 

motives. Though not readily apparent, there is certainly talk of sexualization of the child 

within our society. Also a total other implicit, political matter will be illustrated. The 

(especially online) omnipresent, luring danger of hurting children’s vulnerability seems to be 

(implicitly) exploited by politicians.  

 

7.1 The sexualization of the child 

For her masters research, Magdalena Ziemba studied cultural reflections of Vladimir 

Nabokov’s Lolita. In her investigation on American culture, she found that it “enthusiastically 

sexualizes the child while denying doing any such thing. The culture which has narrowed the 

category of child abuse only to the realm of sexuality, and made a spectacle out of it, has 

allowed a great deal of power to the child sexual appeal, making the allure of children 

irresistible”  (2003, 99). The allure of children is made irresistible and the perspective of fame 

and fortune can easily blur parents’  clear understanding of who may be the spectators of their 

presented children. In 1979, Foucault already wrote about sub rosa exploitation of children. 

“The penetration of contemporary culture with images of sexualization of youthfulness by 

utilization of its limits took charge of the allure of irresistible children, by a process of 

wrapping up “ the sexual body in its embrace”  (1979, 44).  

The social construction of the sexualization of the child will be described by a treble 

analysis of implicit pedophilic motives within our ancient and present mainstream culture. 

The utilization of the irresistibility of children was occurring in ancient times and seems to be 

also frequently utilized nowadays. First I’ ll describe pederasty, followed by introducing the 

concept of Lolita. Thirdly cheerleading and TV-shows are mentioned briefly. This 

examination serves as contextual overview of the actors within the implicit discourse.  

7.1.1 Pederasts  

One should confront oneself with the plain fact that the nature of our current society contains 

a fundament of (unspoken) passion for children and youngsters in general. This actor can be 

traced alongside several different traces. Its basis could perhaps be rooted in the Greek 

classical mythology. Pederasty, “ the quasi-ritualized, transient, physical and emotional 

relationship between an older male and a youth”  (Thornton, 1997, 100) is a common element 

in a considerable amount of ancient Greece survives. The age group of boys that were used 

for ‘sexual pleasure’  was probably in the range of 12-17 years old. This can be due to the 

laws, public prohibitions these days did not prohibit sexual practices, since they dealt with 
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political activity mostly (Winkler, cited in Thornton, 1997, 265). When reading classics, it can 

even be said that the pedophilic discourse back then was anything but hidden. Hercules was 

for instance particularly interested in boys of young age. According to Plutarch’s biography of 

Hercules Eroticus, the number of his lovers was beyond counting. Sergent produced a partial 

list of lovers. Of either pederast or pedophilic nature were affairs with Abderus son of 

Hermus, Adonis, Corytus a mountain nymph on Mount Ida, Hylas son of King Theiodamas, 

Iolaus son of Iphicles and thus a nephew of Heracles himself, Philoctetes one of the 

Argonauts, arms-bearer and a personal friend of Heracles (Sergent, 1986).  

 

7.1.2 Teens 

When shifting from ‘boy-love’  to ‘ lolita-love’ , Nabokov’s novel Lolita, published in 1955 

springs to mind. In spite of his diabolical wit, reality proves to be more slippery than 

Humbert©s feverish fantasies and 12 year old Lolita refuses to conform to the image of a 

perfect adult lover. The story touched and still touches a peculiar American nerve, “ in its 

blurring of the fine line that separates normal sexual behavior from deviance” (Goldman, 

2004, 87). But our contemporary culture contains more similar interlards. One could think of 

the relatively successful movie Léon17, directed by Besson, in which a professional assassin 

takes care of an as it happens also 12-year-old girl named Mathilda, a girl living nearby whose 

parents are killed. As the story progresses, Léon continually gets more attracted to the little 

girl. The taboo remains standing however, since the anticipated intercourse between the adult 

and the youngster never explicitly takes place. A feeling of sensuality is created, for instance 

by the mise-en-scène since the camera interacts with Mathilda in mesmerising fashion.  

7.1.3 Cheer ing for  the M ini-Playback Show 
Also, implicitly, this fundament is kept in place by a whole different knot of actors: 

cheerleaders. Cheerleaders have the traditional role of leading the cheering of spectators. 

Especially within American society, the culture of cheerleaders is extremely competitive 

spirited, and girls who miss the boat can experience serious difficulties, as is shown by several 

pedagogical scientists (for instance Lundholm & Littrell, 1986). These adulators, who admire 

excessively, are themselves also, because of their in a way obsequious behavior, gazed upon 

                                                
17 Numerous examples of films with somewhat pedophilic motives can be given, contextually notable are: 
Kinsey – Condon 2004,  The Woodsman – Kassell 2004 The Butterfly Effect – Bress & Gruber 2004, 
Mysterious Skin – Araki, 2004, Finding Neverland – Forster, 2004, Thirteen – Hardwicke, 2003, Capturing the 
Friedmans – Jarecki 2003, Y tu mamá también – Cuarón, 2001, Batoru rowaiaru / Battle Royale (Special 
Edition)  Fukasaku & Fukasauku 2000  American Beauty – Mendes 1999, Con Air – West, 1997, Kids Clark 
1995. For more extensive listings, look up the The original Boy Watchers Guide to the Movies and The Young-
Girl Watcher©s Movie & Ratings Index <http://www.paedosexualitaet.de/film/index.html>.  
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and admired with abundance.  

  Other actors in the form of cultural phenomena within this explorative network 

particularly popular in the ‘90’s are actually also subject to a fair amount of cheering, namely 

the Mickey Mouse Club shows and the European equivalent: the Mini Playback Shows and 

all similar broadcasts like the Dutch Praatjesmakers show. These shows and contests 

introduced a new cultural phenomenon within our mass culture: talent hunts. Everyone 

seemed to become infatuated with these public displays of young children who were ought to 

perform as professional adults pop stars. Ever since in the media, children were more and 

more expected to act as genuine adults18. Unashamedly, millions of viewers from all over the 

globe were onlookers of escapades of dressed-up children. Moreover, these shows are done all 

over again in smaller scales at variety shows at schools, camps, clubs etcetera. It is 

discussable whether this wouldn’ t have been institutionalized in our culture at all scales 

without media exploitation19. Later on, it will be shown that both our ancient cultural histories 

as well as our more recent cultural phenomena are utilized by pedophiles for justification 

purposes.  

 

7.2 The child as a political vehicle 

Public incident-based emotions were already mentioned briefly. When analysing these public 

reactions, it showed that the common sense does not approve of rational discussion of 

pedophilia. No discussion is present within the broadest discourses, apart from (the call for) 

legislation. Incident based lobbying by politicians can be illustrated nicely by utilization of 

these emotions within legislation processes. Manual Castells describes the (failed) process of 

the Communication Decency Act. In their attempt of gaining control on the distribution of 

information on the internet, the American Congress and the United States of America’  
                                                
18 Vice versa, adults are predominantly stimulated to look as they once did. The projected image of the perfect 
woman or man in most popular magazines or Hollywood movies is overly exaggerated; human beings are 
projected as of having priming appearances only during their youthful days. Growing older seems to be 
unacceptable, according to the (mass) media nowadays. Youthfulness can be seen in correlation with the kept-in-
place demand for sexuality in the media, whereby audiences are drawn to younger women in sexy roles within 
the media world . “Commercial television suggests that the women in this society are almost always young, 
white, large breasted and mainly preoccupied with how they look and what 
 they wear”  (Hogarth, 1996). 
19 Online kiddie contests gave rise to campaigns such as the “SAY NO!!!  
To entering Childrens Photos in Online Kiddie Contests” , banner illustrates.  
Taken from a Anti-Pedophilia Webring. It is interesting to see that  
online contests are causing less cheering in comparison with TV-shows which 
serve similar purposes. Peeking visitors of (online) children pictures 
concerns a growing amount of especially parents and pedagogical 
specialists. These private pictures, however stalled on the public www,  
are probably perceived as being more nonpublic in comparison  
with the onlookers of TV-shows or cheerleading escapades.�

Figure 3 
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Department of Justice used an argument that touches a sensitive chord of most people: the 

protection of children against sexual harm. With this aim in mind, they wrote the 

Communication Decency Act in 1995. However, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled the act as 

unconstitutional on the 12th of June 1996, stating the “constitutional right on chaos”  can’ t be 

undermined. The internet’s power is derived from chaos, the right on freedom is also 

dependable on chaos and the cacophony of unbridled freedom of speech, as it is protected in 

the First Amendment (2003, 184). However incident-based legislation cannot protect children 

in advance, since it does not serve as precautionary, because it is only set up after the media 

have caught up on the event.  

  So it seems that politicians in this case merely use children as vehicle in order to create 

support for their argumentation. This argumentation is in my opinion merely based on the 

perceived physical weakness of children. Physical weakness, undesirable habits, slight 

personal failings and sexual immorality can all be characteristics of a vice (The American 

Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 2004). Its interesting to see how Foucault 

already described the child’s vice in 1979, since it seems it didn’ t lose any validity as of yet 

when seeing it from the perspective of this investigation.  

“ the child “vice”  was not so much of an enemy as a support; it may have been  
designated as the evil to be eliminated, but the extraordinary effort that went into the 
task that was bound to fail leads one to suspect that what was demanded of it was to 
persevere, to proliferate to the limits of the visible and the invisible, rather than to 
disappear for good. Always relying on this support, power advanced, multiplied its 
relays and its effects, while its target expanded, subdivided, and breached out, 
penetrating further into reality at the same place” (Foucault, 1979, 42).  

   

  The children’s vice is utilized by politicians as a fundament for their policy, but 

children’s opinions are rarely taken into account20. The focus is really on elimination of 

misuse of the perceived physical weakness of the (lately more and more focussing on online) 

children’s whereabouts, thereby by diminishing the sexuality of children, undesirable habits 

are believed to be restrained. As we have seen in Foucault’s notion of the ban as an 

exclusionary mechanism, the boundary between an adult’ s sexuality and a children’s a-

sexuality is a lawfully strict full one. The kept in check a-sexuality of the youngster is as well 

utilized by the justification processes of the child lovers, as we will find out later on.  

                                                
20 It can be said that children are (relatively) underrepresented within our political policy making processes.  
Children rights were for instance absent until relatively recently. In 1989 a single legal instrument approved by 
the international community was brought together in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, covering rights 
of all the children everywhere (Unicef, 2003). But for instance children are never involved in legislation, since 
they are never eligible to vote. Large families are not represented more in legislation processes in comparison 
with families without children or one child.  
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8 The hidden discourse 

 

Beneath the surface of the explicit and implicit discourse, there’s a hidden discourse that’s in 

part waiting for discovery and recognition and to some degree waiting to pass (further) out of 

sight. This kind of discourse must be seen as finding itself in a position of subordination, 

since the common sense disapproves of its existence. It can be partly grasped considering a 

concept Fraser introduced. She sees the whereabouts of certain entities that interact in specific 

counter arenas, parallel to the public sphere, as a counter discourse: “ in order to signal that 

they are parallel discursive arenas where members of subordinated social groups invent and 

circulate counter discourses, which in turn permit them to formulate oppositional 

interpretations of their identities, interests, and needs” (1990, 67). Foucault also mentions the 

principle of oppositional forces, these forces are used in order to stretch exclusionary 

methods, (h)alter restrictions and delimit possession (1982, 47). Within this context, he 

already foresaw specific sexual orders and prohibitions in studying this behavior from the 16th 

century onwards to the 19th century (1982, 48).  

 This chapter will describe both the child lover and the hunter gatherer pedophile. 

Thereby, I will mainly study CMC, therefore we need to keep in mind that this is “usually 

conducted in a state of visual anonymity […] but without lack of identifiability […] unless the 

person is using a pseudonym to identify themselves” as Adam Joinson in his study of internet 

behaviour notes (2003, 23). Those are two characterizations that model Internet behavior 

(thus, in this case also pedophilic behavior). The modelling of behavior can for instance be 

caused by group polarisation, a form of peer pressure. It was found that the reliance of people 

on certain norms of the group in which they participate, is relying on the measure of social 

identity of the group (Spears et al., cited in Joinson, 2003, 44), so polarisation decreases when 

participants’  individuality is accentuated. 

The hidden discourse is constituted by subjects that are excluded from the public 

discourse. As we’ve seen, children can’ t be seen as a sexual object. The hidden discourse 

contains voices that seem to disagree with the general common sense. It is, thus, a shadow 

discourse grasping the more sinister perspectives. Official public status is absent and it is an 

area that is not, or as it will show just partly, illuminated. Covertness is also a common goal of 

a certain group within the discourse; others are trying to escape their shelter. 
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8.1 The Freenet Project 

The computer mediated communication that will be studied for my exploration of the hidden 

discourse, will mainly concern information begotten from the Freenet Project. 

In my opinion, observation from a digital media perspective shows the relatively recently up 

and coming distributed file storages need to be looked into. It need to be understood that 

pedophiles and child lovers are also evolving in the digital world parallel to how (the nature 

of the) digital world itself is evolving. These applications belong to a newer class of peer to 

peer applications where the peer network actually looks and feels like a giant hard-drive in the 

sky.  

  A few well-known applications are Freenet, MNET21, Oceanstore22, PAST23 and 

Advogato24 (InfoAnarchy Wiki, 2005). The non-traditional file sharing application Freenet, 

has been downloaded by over 2 million users since the project started, and is “used for the 

distribution of censored information all over the world including countries such as China and 

the Middle East”  (Freenet Wiki, 2004). MIT©s Technology Review magazine rewarded Ian 

Clarke, Freenet©s creator and project coordinator, by naming him one of the 100 innovators of 

2003 (The Freenet Project, 2004). This anonymizing filesharing application lets its users 

“publish and obtain information on the Internet without fear of censorship. To achieve this 

freedom, the network is entirely decentralized and publishers and consumers of information 

are anonymous”  (ibidem). This can be seen as one of the responses on the worries on Internet 

censorship that have recently been arising. For instance Mike Godwin of the Electronic 

Frontier Foundation is quoted on the Freenet Project official website stating: “ I worry about 

my child and the Internet all the time, even though she©s too young to have logged on yet. 

Here©s what I worry about. I worry that 10 or 15 years from now, she will come to me and say 

©Daddy, where were you when they took freedom of the press away from the Internet?©” 

                                                
21 “The Mnet project is a Free Software, Open Source project run solely by hackers volunteering in the public 
interest” . It is a distributed file store, but also an emergent network. “An emergent network is one in which the 
important features of the network result from the interactions of nodes operated by autonomous people or 
organizations who do not explicitly coordinate with one another”  (MNET, no date).  
22 OceanStore of the UC Berkeley Computer Science Division, “ is a global persistent data store designed to scale 
to billions of users. It provides a consistent, highly-available, and durable storage utility atop an infrastructure 
comprised of untrusted servers […]OceanStore caches data promiscuously; any server may create a local replica 
of any data object”   (Oceanstore, 2002).  
23 PAST, a Microsoft Research project, “ is a large-scale, peer-to-peer archival storage utility that provides 
scalability, availability, security and cooperative resource sharing. It is built on on top of Pastry, a generic, 
scalable and efficient substrate for peer-to-peer applications”  (Microsoft, 2002).  
24 “And I©m going to be bold enough to claim that DFS is the ONLY Distributed File System in the world that 
actually does what it says on the tin: distribute files. Getting locking right is a bitch: it requires an absolute dead-
accurate distributed and correct view of what the present time is on every machine: hence, in DCE 1.2.2, you 
have a time server”  (The Open Group, 2005).  
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(ibidem). 

 When browsing through the freesites, the sites Freenet users can freely publish within 

the network similar to publishing html pages in the regular www, I encountered topics ranging 

from Freenet help sources, pedophilic hate sites, discussion of Freenet, kittens, male virginity, 

U.S.A politics, The Winston Smith Project on e-privacy, the future of file sharing and 

political anarchy to both sexual and non-sexual oriented pictures, music and video’s. This 

exploration proved the network is not solely used for perverted purposes; however I will focus 

on the pedophilic utilization and exploitation of the network project. This analysis will 

understand Freenet as an actor. Also it is a network, enabling different kind of subjects, actors 

themselves, with obvious different interests to gather, communicate and share digital 

information.   

 

8.2 Child lovers 

One part of the pedophilic world I encountered on Freenet was a group of subjects who aimed 

at creating public ways to talk about pedophilia. Freenet was utilized as a platform or vehicle 

to make their voices heard. Utterances originated to spread an opinion like this are in my 

opinion best perceived as a justification-based hidden discourse. These pedophiles set their 

sights on presenting themselves as child lovers, instead of pedophiles, thereby, by stating their 

causes or motives why and wherefore, creating a foundation for justification of their behavior 

or preference. They describe themselves as “child-oriented pedophiles”  (Martijn, 2003a). 

Many examples of such defensive proclamations can be found, particularly on the Internet.  

  Joinson mentioned several principles subjects generally carry out in cyberspace. This 

part of the hidden voice can best be understood by means of the “public self-awareness” 

principle (2003, 39). These pedophiles are themselves aware of and reckon the public opinion 

that’s not in their advantage. This justification causes the perceived immorality to meet with 

the common sense, the morality in public. Émily Durkheim, known as the founder of modern 

sociology, describes such a process best by stating “morality and immorality meet on the 

public scaffold”  (cited by Randall, 1989, 119). These individuals are aiming at creating a 

platform for understanding of their sets of beliefs. By “managing the impression” (Joinson, 

2003, 39), the justification process gets an appropriate fundament by proper addressing of the 

public moral, thereby pretending to be the better half of the pedophiles in comparison with 

pedophiles who are only aiming at child exploitation. 
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8.2.1 Individual public justification 
First, child-oriented individual pedophiles striving towards public understanding or 

acceptance of pedophilic motives will be analyzed. Secondly individual interpedophilic 

understanding, a form of hidden justification, will be examined briefly. Finally within the 

justification framework, systematic justification will be addressed. 

  The lack of censorship that characterizes Freenet, paved the way for child lovers to 

speak freely about their motivations. Treshold fear of publicly speaking out ones sexual 

preferences can diminish, because of the guarantee of lack of censor. On his freesite, a site 

created within the Freenet environment, an individual going by the pseudonym of Napthala, 

escapes his shelter by presenting the following explanation of child love: 

“So you are no Childlover? […] Have you see people in a restaurant when a child is 
crying? Have you seen people with children smoking? maybe every day? Have you 
seen parents not kissing and hugging their children when something hurt them? Well I 
have seen such things, indeed it is quite a common habit for some people. But nobody 
cares, children are nothing important in everyday life. Indeed there is a trend to 
children-less families and so. Interestingly enough most people are not very interested 
in children, but if it comes to sex in combination with children. Everyone seems to be 
disgusted... and everyone remembers how important our children are […]” . 

 
  We have noticed that, however sexualization of children is occurring more and more 

in our culture, pedophilia is not rationally discussed. Napthala addresses this moral of the 

masses in his freesite. Sex in combination with children causes disgust. This can be illustrated 

by the protests surrounding the 1997 production of the movie Lolita. The filmmaker Adrian 

Lyne, underlining the common sensed fear of pedophilia, remarked “ I could make a movie 

about a 13 year old girl getting chopped up and eaten and no one would say anything”  (Lyne, 

cited in Ziemba, 2003, 98). Within the same contextual framework, Giles’  notion of sexual 

preferences of heterosexual man can be seen. It clarifies that “ the sexual significance of large 

female breasts for heterosexual man” is based on the common sense of these men, since it 

acknowledges these women will be a “ legitimate target of sexual desire”  (2003, 102). Again, 

clear boundaries are essential for the public’s common sense.  

“Lets go to the real stuff... Sex? no... Hugging and kissing... Ever had a girl on your 
lap flirting with you? A ten year old girl? NO? You should try that, and I dont believe 
you that you have no hardon. Well I dont know much about women ;)... I just talk to 
male readers. I am sorry :) maybe women feel something similiar. It©s a fact that most 
people CAN get aroused from children, the most will feel ashamed and probably wont 
want to think about that. […] But I feel it, probably much more than an average one, 
thats why I am writing this. Sure I thoght it is wrong in the past, but I have learned that 
feelings are very natural, also to get aroused by a young girl, or an older girl. I love to 
hug her, to kiss her, to touch her... does she like that? What do you think? I think you 
know she likes it, ask yourelf why wouldnt she? She likes me, and to get kisses and get 
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touched feels very nice. Really loving parents are parents who kiss, hug and cuddle 
their children. And these parents get this love back from their children a thousand 
times. Ok touching children is good, is touching their penis? or their vulva bad? 
YEAH Because its sexual... hehe. No, it feels good to be touched between the legs, but 
I dont want to be touched from anyone there, but people I love... So I ask myself, what 
is so wrong with that? I love it she love it... Its best what can happen: LOVE!!! [...]”  

   
  In this part of his motivational justification, Napthala addresses everyone, by speaking 

about feelings every person, in his opinion, can have. He is managing his impression by 

speaking about his perception of the normal adult-child behavior. Then by accentuating the 

naturalness of love, in my opinion, he loses sight of the societal, be it moral, border between 

adult-child relationships and pedophile-child relationship. Besides the focussing of the author 

on the general, non-pedophilic public, a distinction can be made by scouting the projected 

secondary specific group of individuals, the male reader. By informally referring to feelings 

that every man in his opinion probably can/would have, he’s excluding the female audience, 

be it in part because of the assumable fact that he is also of the male sex. 

“ I want to have sexual contacts with children, yes. But can you tell me what should be 
such wrong about it? She doesnt know what she does? Who cares if she likes it, and a 
12 or 14 yo does know what she is doing. Children are too innocent? You have not 
much contact with young children dont you? Children are sexually very active if it is 
not forbidden, maybe you are afraid of that... How would you react if a 4 yo girl would 
masturbate in front of you? I would smile and ask if she likes what she does, maybe I 
would get her a kiss and smile. 
How would you react if you get asked by a 12 yo boy if you would suck him? Well I 
would get red in that case... would it be wrong to do what he likes? what he askes you? 
Don©t you think it was hard enough to ask? […] Dont be shy, ask me on frost, tell me 
what you think, (boards: cl, freenet, frost)”  

  

  The sexuality of children became of public concern, which I already expressed by 

describing the vices of children as Foucault stated them. Bauman explains this by stating that 

(parental) tenderness has lost every bit of its innocence, since every caress and gesture 

implicitly and explicitly has its erotic facet (1998, 30). By perceiving children as a-sexual 

subjects, “ the modern child is in a way separated from the adult, and changed into an alien, 

distant and not quite real creature”  (Ziemba, 2003, 92). Pedophiles grab hold of this childrens’  

alienation process within western society to support their statements and to gloze over their 

ideas. Within the non-pedophilic common sense however, rational observation of children and 

sexual intercourse remains fairly impossible Napthala presents himself as an onlooker on 

society and invites others to discuss this topic on one of the message boards of Frost. Frost 

will be discussed later on.  
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  Justification looked for support in the uneasiness and awkwardness causes by the 

social construction of a-sexuality within our society which conflicts with the sexualization of 

the youngster. The boundary is getting blurred by the allure of sexualization of children, when 

they were made irresistible by representations in our mass media. The conservative concern 

about innocence works in a repressing fashion. In her analysis of politics of sexualization, 

Anthropologist Gayle Rubin acknowledged this repression by stating “ rather than recognizing 

the sexuality of the young and attempting to provide for it in a caring and responsible manner, 

our culture denies and punishes erotic interest and activity by anyone under the local age of 

consent”  (1984, 25). But boundaries are also shifting age-wise, bearing in mind that “ in many 

developed countries […] there has been a substantial lowering of the age at first sexual 

intercourse over the past 30 years as stated by social scientists Nigel Dickson and Peter 

Herbison (cited in Dickson et al., 1998). However, it seems common sense of children’s a-

sexuality has not changed analogue to this development, creating yet another ground for the 

justification processes. 

  Since Barry Wellman and Milena Gulia in their analysis of virtual communities argue 

that internet users have a tendency to trust strangers (1999, 175), children in for instance 

chatrooms can be more easily misled by child lovers and pedophiles who seem to show 

interest and understanding of their sexuality, since our society’s common sense does not offer 

this chance. There’s also a greater willingness to communicate with strangers online in 

contrast with in-person situations (Latané and Darley, cited in Wellman & Gulia, 1999, 176). 

Children, who might not feel understood, might opt to deliberate about their personal life to 

pedophiles who seem to offer a listening ear and comprehension. 

8.2.2 Individual hidden justification 
The second justification discourse is interpedophilic. Besides aiming at the general public, 

pedophiles also converse with others who have similar preferences, those who understand, 

those who are like them. This discourse can be grasped by means of the game metaphor, 

introduced by Foucault. He says a discourse is invariably nothing more than a simple game, 

first of all it is a writing-game, secondly it is a reading-game and thirdly it is a game of 

trading (1982, 40). The individual hidden justification processes that take place within 

digitalized environments, like Frost, a client within Freenet, can be understood by means of 

this game metaphor. Frost is an important non-human actor for within our network of analysis 

by serving as “a java-based file sharing and messaging client for Freenet”  (Frost, 2005). It is a 

client for the Freenet network and enables participants to write messages in a broad range of 
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boards. For instance questions can be posted in the boards, enabling other participants to read 

up on them. Those who feel like answering can post a message in the corresponding board 

 The following relayed chat conversation covers the period of 23rd of October until the 

19th of December of 2004 within the cl25 board.   

“ ----- BlackMidnight@LsBXl3QAfeLQVIFhFHTCPof1eSE ----- 2004.10.23 -
18:34:10GMT --- 
Answer truthfully, there is no reason to lie. Do you have sex with preteen girls and 
boys?  
Me first: No I dont. 
---- zargon 10@xiCUNVtDoG30WrwqKkvZOIKVNcI ----- 2004.10.23 - 
21:17:18GMT ----- 
No, I don©t and won©t. But they can be cute... 
----- Anonymous ----- 2004.11.01 - 23:51:31GMT ----- 
not yet. 
----- Anonymous ----- 2004.11.14 - 15:21:34GMT ----- 
Once had some touching and licking, more than 10 yrs ago, nothing since.  

  ----- Anonymous ----- 2004.12.19 - 11:15:23GMT ----- 
I did some touching and licking of a babygirl when she was between 5 months and her 
first birthday. that was 2 years ago, she was my first and I did not do any 
eversince.(her parents moved away, maybe better this way)”   
  (taken from pedophile-board). 

 

  Frost enables participating individuals to openly express themselves, thereby 

diminishing thresholds since censorship is guaranteed to be absent. This example shows 

insight in the individual discussions that can arise; in this case it concerns pedophilic 

experiences. By providing answers the subjects were given the possibility to speak out about 

their preference, but the predominant attitude towards actual intercourse is negative, “ I don’ t 

and won’ t”  and “maybe better this way”. The preference is not condemned however, which 

creates a bond between the visitors and posters within this board. Cyber guru Jason Lanier 

states that cyberspace “gives us a sense of being able to be who we are without limitation”  

permitting “our imagination to become objective and shared with other people”  (cited in 

Trend; 2001, 11). The boards cause a merging of addressing private preferences and speaking 

them out as a public voice. In order to have a functional discussion, seen in the light of the 

discourse as a game, participants are challenged to trade personal preferences to other 

interested individuals who are reading up on the beliefs and actions of others. The private 

preferences, however, due to the censorship free character of the network, remain private, be 

it with of shared nature with the other like-minded.  

                                                
25 Cl stand for child love. 
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8.2.3 Systematic justification 
After analysing individual voices of justification, I will now focus on the more systematic 

justification processes I’ve encountered on the web in general. A public, systematic 

pedophilic justification discourse is fed by associations like Martijn26, whose aim is striving 

towards “acceptance of pedophilia and adult-child love relationships”  (Martijn, 2005a). Their 

defensive justification is based on what they present as solid scientific fundament:  

  “Through the work of James W. Prescott, Ph.D. and various others until the mid  
   1970s it was established that these previously neglected senses are of   
  overwhelming importance for the development of social abilities. Their deprivation  
  in childhood is a major cause for adult violence. Various scientists have    
  documented the importance of touch, movement, affection and sexual freedom  
   for the development of children and juveniles into healthy and peaceful adults.  
  Deprivation of physical affection is considered a main cause of depression,  
  aggression and drug abuse”  (Martijn, 2003a). 
 
For instance they claim that growing up children’  deprivation of sensory stimuli, can cause 

“ irreversible mental retardation in the child” . Adding “various scientists have documented the 

importance of touch, movement, affection and sexual freedom for the development of 

children and juveniles into healthy and peaceful adults”  (Martijn, 2003a).  

 Besides acknowledgement of deprivation of sensory stimuli, the organisation drives on 

basic rights of freedom of sexuality, thereby leaning on the 1982 electoral programme of the 

Dutch political party Democrats 66. They insisted, namely, on a law with a fundament of 

sexual freedom of every individual, in stead of old moral laws which had reducing of this 

freedom as the intended result. They believed harmful actions were already forbidden on the 

grounds of other stipulation (Martijn.org, 2005b). Martijn fully agrees with an age limit of 0 

years, it aims at focussing on harmfulness, in stead of morality. This focus is underpinned by 

the public self-awareness of the organisation, and can be (and is) strengthened by its 

“monitoring feedback” (Joinsen, 2003, 39) from the media, the academic world and the 

perception of masses. Actuality, namely, is addressed online by covering recent societal 

discussions on pedophilia.  

 So we have seen that justification is based on the utilization of discrepancy between 

the sexualization of the child within our culture and constructed common sense of the a-

sexuality of children. Besides the child lovers, there are also pedophiles that have little 

concern for the well being of children or the impression they make on the public. Before 

concentrating on them, intermediate pedophilic behaviour will be explored. 
                                                
26 There are several organisations with similar goals, for instance AG Pädo for generally interested in the theme 
<http://www.ag-paedo.de/> and IPCE a platform for discussion of relationships between children and adults 
<http://www.ipce.info/>. 
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8.3 Toy-dolls 

The notion of an intermediate kind of pedophile (to be found between either the justificational 

individual and the children’s exploiter and collecter) sprang to mind when reading about the 

social scientist Dennis Howitt’s arguing on the role of fantasy, “a crucial omission in the 

literature on pornography” , with particular relevance to pedophilia. He asserted that “many 

convicted child abusers actually have an aversion to pornography in general” , because of 

factors like the lack of access to children and (personal) bad experiences of child abuse 

(Howitt, cited in Giles, 2003, 102). “Pedophiles are likely to use “harmless”  media as fantasy 

material, such as clothing and toy catalogues” (ibidem).  

 When one takes this notion into account, it gets a little more facile to understand the 

relative popularity of the online community Doll Album. This site enables individuals to show 

of their homemade, generally sexual explicit dolls.  

Figure 4.1    Figure 4.2          Figure 4.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Girly Natsumi           Kaori             Ashley 

The albums are accessible via <http://www.dollalbum.com/> and, with frequent updates, all 

the presented dolls are placed online quite recently, after April 7th of 2004. A lot of these dolls 

resemble youngsters. One could think of school uniforms, childish looks and innocent poses. 

The community is quite active, when taking into account the great number page views the site 

gets. The Girly Natsumi photo album was viewed 17557 times, Kaori 23295 times and Ashley 

10400 times. The pictures I present here are relatively decent in comparison with the more 

explicit pictures (for instance pictures of sexual intercourse with these dolls) that are also 

accessible.  

  Within this area of online fantasy erotica, it is a small step to digitally constructed 

pedophilic images. The earlier addressed blurring of the boundaries of consensual a-sexuality 
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of children in my discussion of the explicit discourse, showed border cases can cause 

problems for the construction of common sense. Blurring occurs again, since according to 

Florian Rötzer, a writer affiliated with the German community Telepolis, the U.S. Supreme 

Court has ruled there’s a no significant difference between simulated pornography and the 

reality (2002). FindLaw, an U.S. law resources site states that Anthony Kennedy, the judge, 

ruled that “ virtual child pornography is not "intrinsically related" to the sexual abuse of 

children” (2005).  

 

8.4 The collecting pedophile 

The other hidden discourse that needs to be addressed is in many ways conflicting with the 

justification discourse described. The common sense perception of a pedophile is the 

representation of those pedophiles that can be labelled as “self-oriented pedophiles”  

(Martijn.org, 2003a). For interpretational convenience, this group of pedophiles can be 

addressed as the bartering hunter gatherer pedophile. These self-oriented pedophiles are not 

aware of the public or choose not to be. Richard Randall, who researched pornography and 

politics, states child pornography doesn’ t fall into the production and marketing patterns of 

regular, mainstream sexual explicit material. “Most appears to be created non-commercial, 

through the photographic work of the child abusers themselves, or is of foreign origin” . It is 

not available openly and “much of its sold or exchanged by mail”  (1989, 202). This part of the 

community aims at sexual exploitation of the child. It is completely hidden, and does not 

carry out commercial motives27.  

 The self-oriented pedophile can be labelled as a barterer, since it seems he’s in general 

trading digital information without the exchange of money. Besides that they can be seen as 

hunters, always searching or seeking and collecting new pedophilic imagery or video 

material. The spreading of these materials cannot exist without gatherings of individuals with 

shared interests. By gathering in Freenet, in forums and on freesites, they seem to accumulate 

their wanted material. Carol Hartman et al who studied pedophilic behaviour, state that certain 

                                                
27 However, quite recently, as fellow student Maarten Brinkerink showed, spam e-mails of pedophilic nature 
were sent to our relatively “spam-less”  University of Utrecht e-mail accounts. It promotes a website: 
-----Original Message----- From:   Carey Clark [mailto:Dfvdji@iamnet.com]  Sent:   di 14-6-2005 17:31  
Subject:        * **SPAM***  Completely naked! ########################################### 
Hi! L.gebruers Hello! 2005 year: Greatest hardest f@cked kinders(kidz) vids and photos!  
Only hardhore illegal content. All models 2-14 y.o. We produce highquality video and photo archives.  
24h support, Updates and more.. In the private area you can find forum for our members and much more...  
Hard kindersex: ONLY $1 for INSTANT ACCESS http://cintor.com/mfscr/ If have a problem with access write 
to me necessarily bonderybu@gmail.com ########################################### 
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pedophiles collect in order to establish communication “ the intent of the pornography is for 

the relationships it creates with other pedophile collectors”  (1984, 101). Going online can in 

my opinion facilitate this method.  

  However of conflicting interest, this group of subjects will also contain ones who seek 

justification, at least, I imagine crossings being present. For instance within the digitalized 

environment of Freenet I have investigated, these groups seemed to coexist. Fox and Roberts 

wrote about the sociology of virtual communities. They state that “ real community creates 

context […] they require balancing of opposing pressures. A cyberspace community is self-

selecting, exactly what a real community is not; it is contingent and transient, depending on 

the shared interests”  (Sardar, cited in Fox & Roberts; 1999, 644). The virtual community of 

Freenet encompasses participants with different backgrounds, both the different groups of 

pedophiles as well as non-perverted users. Pedophiles establish contact, by sharing their 

shared interests 

  Opposing pressures are present in the form of different interests of participants, but 

they are not carried out. People can deliberate and consult others while sharing all kinds of 

explicit information without anybody else within the network knowing about it by gathering 

in private message boards within frost, or creating freesites that nobody else knows about. 

Since freesites are not indexed, there are no search engines present to locate perverted 

materials. (Digital) Word-of-mouth and spamming message boards (for instance I’ve seen 

many signatures with links attached to postings) creates a public for these sites. In this 

manner, (semi) private places are constituted.  

8.4.1 Child-pornography videotheque 
 The Freenet Project in combination with the Frost application lets its users participate 

within semi private places the hidden discourse, both for justification as well as for sharing of 

explicit material. Frost is an important actor for the direct distribution of files within Freenet 

as well as indirect providence of information to retrieve or send files.  A lot of time questions 

within boards on Frost are requests for specific sets of digital information, so most of the time 

answers are (CHK)28 links to freesites (uploads) in order to achieve trading of the requested 

information. Therefore the programme is currently also known as “ the largest online 

childpornography-oriented videotheque”  (Stichting Meldpunt ter Bestrijding van Kinderporno 

op Internet, 2004, 14) .  

                                                
28 CHK is an abbreviation for Content Hash Key. The key is based on the actual content contained within it. One 
can upload digital information to Freenet, after this is done, Freenet provides a name (localization) for the file in 
CHK format (The Freenet Project, 2005). 
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“ ----- guantanamo@Rmuj1hotSZM3ZtKKJ4XfLdfg+qY ----- 2005.05.23 - 
12:20:10GMT ----- 
Hi, could anyone post a key list of the fantastic series "lolitas desire"? It would be 
lovable thank you 
----- ntwrk@ty35jr9P+m7+bw2kr0terV6vqgQ ----- 2005.05.30 - 12:26:00GMT ----- 
Here is one for you. 
CHK@shou3uBXZgd~jzDzL78kjPZHmVwOAwI,owma7M17udUJzeCKr5HXbQ/su
niy.rar”  (preteen-board) 
 

The flourishing bartering within the network can be imputed to the emotional, impulsive, 

irrational, regressive de-individuation behavior. De-individuation behavior, as understood by 

Philip Zimbardo in relation with his understanding of personal motivation of actions can 

provide insight. “Deindividuation is unresponsive to many features of the situation including 

the victim or states of self that would resist such action” , causing absence of inhibition 

brought by normal feedback loops (1969). Since others, not interested in the topic of the board 

the posting is in, will not leave comments, the incrowd feeling of the participating subjects 

will remain relatively high. This creates what can be understood a pseudo private vehicle of 

speech. People who participate within these places have created mutual understanding 

concerning their sexual preferences.  

  In contrast with apologetic expressions, the spreading and gathering of explicit 

material refers these subjects are showing “dual-self awareness”  (Joinson, 2003, 39), by 

showing their sexual preference, their self within a anonymous (however public) domain. 

User Guantanamo freely asks for some bits of digital information, and a week later, another 

participant grants him access to the requested “ fantastic series” . Leon Festinger showed in the 

1950©s that there is a "reduction in inner restraints" toward expression of counter-norm 

behavior when individuals are “submerged in a group" (cited in Zimbardo, 1969). 

“ ----- Nocturne@xzFfPLvZUGJ9mu9vMGlQigrhUYs ----- 2005.05.28 - 
16:34:29GMT -- 
What hardcore media shows girls who you can tell are having a good time? I can think 
of old Anya, Vicky, Build. Others have suggestions? 
SSK@swDwYMtkvtkiK7ZI5e8ZAscFzgAPAgM/Pedophilephile/16//”  (cl-board) 

 

  Robert Charles Ziller, interested in the sociology of the individual, proposed that 

"individuation is desirable with in a supportable social climate, but deindividuation is sought 

as a defence against a threatening environment”  (cited in Zimbardo, 1969). In contrast with 

the offensive spirited striving of justification expressions, deindividuation works defensive 

and. “ If one has been inhibiting a certain pleasurable behavior because of social norms, a 

lowering of that inhibition could trigger the start of the behavior which would continue until 
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some other outside force acted on it”  (Zimbardo, 1969). The threatening environment which 

condemns the sexual preference of the pedophile sends the hunting, gathering and bartering 

pedophile back to their hiding place. They’ve found a proper hiding place in Freenet, in which 

they are in their opinion, judging from their behaviour, allowed to freely be themselves. 

 

8.4.2 Egoism 

Glancing from an outsider perspective, when analysing egoism and altruism motives, we can 

characterize these certain kinds of action, like freely being oneself within the network. In his 

description of the human norm of reciprocity, Alvin Gouldner highlights certain basic human 

dispositions that could provide understanding of the pedophilic online behaviour. “ It seems to 

assume, as Aristotle put it, that people are more ready to receive than to give benefits” . 

Egoism thereby is “a salient (but not exclusive) concern with the satisfaction of one’s own 

needs” (Gouldner, 1996; 61). And, in contrast with egoism “an action is altruistic only if it is 

motivated by regard of others”  as the philosopher David Schmidtz states in his analysis of 

reasons for altruism (1996; 165). The other-regarding action is really important when 

understanding networks like Freenet, and in line with this belief, respect for others can be 

classified as altruistic.  

  When applying these ideas on Freenet, it could for instance be said that as opposed to 

Freenets’  original foundations of low egoism and high altruism of a sharing community, 

pedophilic participants reverse the foundations with their perverted highly egoistic 

gratifications and low altruistic behavior. The network was aimed at creating a freedom of 

speech vehicle for every individual who wanted a vehicle for expression, but the network is 

now known as a pedophile videotheque, this representation could serve as a barrier for would-

be future users. The pedophiles virtually parasites the network, by taking advantage of the 

freedom of speech vehicle. Ian Clarke’s motive of the possibility of publishing and obtaining 

information on the Internet without fear of censorship gets snowed under. The online 

pedophilic endeavours could hurt further grow of the network by lowering the altruistic 

sharing, and can cause problems for others who aim at creating similar free speech vehicles29. 

  New users are also warned that disagreeable or disgusting material can be accessible 

via Freenet.  

“ If this is not acceptable to you, you should not run a Freenet node. There is another 
thing you can do. Since content in Freenet is available as long as its popular, you can 

                                                
29 Clear example is the case of the Java Anonymous Proxy, this was an net anonymity service, that was back-
doored by German court-order. A “crime-detection function”  was mandated to be included within the application 
(Lesher, 2003).   
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help limit the popularity of whatever information you do not like. For example, if you 
do not want a file to spread you should not request it and tell everyone you know not 
to request that specific key. However, keep in mind that freenet is not designed so as 
to only allow communication between people if a sufficient number of people agree 
with the communication. Freenet is designed to make communication possible even if 
there©s just one publisher and one reader, and this is already reasonably feasible on the 
current freenet”  (The Freenet Project, 2005). 

 

Organizational precautions against offensive material are possible, but complete 

extermination is impossible, due to the altruistic base of the network. It is thinkable that peer 

pressure can achieve an anti-pedophilia stronghold. However, Freenet was based on a 

paradigm of freedom, just like the whole Internet in its core was both institutionally as well as 

technically based on this paradigm (Castells, 2003, 183), so complete extermination is in its 

core impossible. Control and wiping out of digital information is difficult, since these options 

were not present in the nature of the internet itself. Additionally, Zimbardo adds: ”Maybe 

deindividuated action can be stopped up to a point through rational arguments and 

interventions, but past a point of no return mob behavior rules”  (1969). When pedophiles have 

stopped to repress their sexual preference and have started to participate within pedophilic 

communities such we have seen them within Freenet, a point of no return will be easily 

reached, since the character of the network enables the users to freely participate. Question 

arises whether the original foundations of an almost utopic online democracy should be 

diminished in order to create transparency to get rid of the pedophilic presence within Freenet. 

A logical inconsistence or contradictio in terminis is disclosed and this could possibly shatter 

the ideologist basic of the network, since holding on to a neutral ideology of free speech could 

collapse under anti-pedophilic peer pressure.  
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9 (Re)sur facing pedophilic discourses / pedophilic pop-culture 

 

250 years ago Velázquez is believed to have painted Venus at her Mirror / The toilet of 

Venus, nowadays better known as the Rokeby Venus (The National Gallery, 2005). The 

painting is exhibited at the National Gallery in London. As innocent as it may look from our 

current relatively sex-penetrated culture, thinking of high popularity of TV-shows like Sex 

and the City, it is believed to have initiated a considerable change within western society. The 

painting was named Rokeby Venus, because it was, before its acquisition by the National 

Gallery, exhibited in the Morritt Collection at Rokeby Hall in Yorkshire.  

Figure 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The painting was attacked around 11 am, on 10 March of 1914 by Mary “The Slasher”  

Robinson, a suffragette. Lars Kiel Bertelsen and Klaus Christensen, in their work on political 

vandalism (2004) quote the attacker saying “ I have tried to destroy the picture of the most 

beautiful woman in mythological history […]” . Later on the general public grew to the 

understanding of this attack. This was exactly the goal of the suffragette; bearing in mind the 

ultimate goal of such criminals is convincing the society that their actions were completely 

rational and also socially significant, according to the findings of Gary Alan Fine and 

Deborah Shatin in their study of social meanings of crimes against art (1985). The modern 

slashing in relation with the ancient painting itself, namely, brought about a change in 

Western perception of women and sexuality. It is said that the basis (acceptance) for the 

postmodern gaze upon sexuality was constituted within this work of art (Winnan, 2002). The 

postmodern moral acceptance of this portrayal of Venus was in a way accomplished by its 

opponents, the suffragettes.  
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9.1 Stomaching 

According to what we’ve encountered, the discourse exploration raises several questions on 

the usage of technology, moral acceptance, common sense, our society and philosophic 

thinking in general. Nonetheless, public distinguishing between normal and abnormal 

behavior has been made absolute within their common sense. It could be said that pedophilia 

is a moral taboo, but present thinking about it could have been very different if history turned 

out differently. Question arises whether our society can create ways to talk about pedophilia 

itself. Could the discourse be opened up for pedophiles, can they resurface? Popular 

psychologist Jim Taylor argues that the recent Michael Jackson trial (acquittal, June 14th 

2005) turned out to be a test case for what audiences can stomach. The nearly fourteen weeks 

stretching trial pushed one of our culture last taboo’s into the spotlight. “All of those other 

things I think people can place in their moral universe. There is some feeling that most people 

can relate to or understand jealousy, greed, anger,”  says Tim Burke, a social anthropologist, 

“but pedophilia is like the Hitler of sexual behavior. There©s no relating to it. It just leaves you 

feeling icky and wishing you didn©t know what you know” (Burke, cited in Taylor, 2005). 

Dave Allbum of Safe Harbor Resources, a non-profit group dedicated to protecting children 

from sexual predators adds “maybe getting pedophilia in pop culture will give us a way to talk 

about it, to peel back the titanium shell around it that we haven©t been able to break through 

before”  (Allbum, cited in Taylor, 2005).   

  There’s actually an evident example of successful a resurfacing pedophilic voice: 

pedophilic pop culture. For instance Alizee’s song Moi Lolita was a widespread success30. 

This song reached the top of the Italian, Spanish, German, British, Polish, Dutch and Russian 

charts. The singer was still 15 when she recorded this number, and “2 years later, over 4 

million records were sold throughout the world and Alizée also received several awards - NRJ 

awards, World Music Awards, M6 awards, and other European awards”  (Official Alizée 

website, 2004). Lyrically speaking, one can detect some references to the dubious nature of 

being a Lolita.  

 

 

 

                                                
30 Another example of recent popularity of pedophilic pop culture is the rise of popular German singer Annett 
Louisan. She has a hit in Germany with the song Ich will doch nur spielen. Another popular moral exploration is 
to be found in Lukas Moodysson’s movie Ett Hål i Mitt Hjärta (in English: A Hole in My Heart). Interesting to 
note that according to the International Movie Database it “Had a disturbing images warning by the Swedish 
censors, on the movie posters in Swedish theaters” , for the first time since 1976 (2004).  
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Figure 6 

        “Moi je m©appelle Lolita   
       Quand je rêve aux loups 
         C©est Lola qui saigne 
        Quand fourche ma langue, 
          j©ai là un fou rire aussi fou 
        Qu©un phénomène”  
 
 
 In this part, it is pointed out that someone who makes a slip of tongue (it is thinkable 

to consider specific pedophilic preferences or endeavors here) can have elated enjoyment. By 

a certain public, this could well be seen as a silver-tongued act of self-acceptance and -

promotion, in a way like the child lovers-pedophile tends to do, it is clearly contrasting with 

the generally accepted public moral. Besides this lyrical reference, the representation of the 

girl in the video clip can well be seen as a sexualization of youngsters. Also, the front cover of 

the single shows an innocent girl in white with booths, one can draw conclusions when 

comparing this image with the Toy Dolls (figure 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3). The common sense 

discourse could possible be opened up by enabling a more rational discussion of children and 

desires.  

  James R. Kincaid studied the culture of child molesting. He argues that the 

characteristics within our society that make children adorable, are quite similar to presented 

characteristics of desire. “We see children as, among other things, sweet, innocent, vacant, 

smooth-skinned, spontaneous, and mischievous. We construct the desirable as, among other 

things, sweet, innocent, vacant, smooth-skinned, spontaneous, and mischievous”  (cited in 

Ziemba, 2003, 102). Once we can rationally comprehend the functioning of these kinds of 

representation, maybe due to the clear presentation by the likes of Alizée, we’ ll be able to 

grasp in what ways our common sense was constructed. This could change the way our 

society handles the sexuality of children and teenagers.  
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10 Conclusions 
 

Similar to how George Dumézil and Michel Foucault analyzed the inner structures of a 

discourse by comparing the systems of functional correlations between discourses (Foucault, 

1982, 55), I’ve tried to describe the fundament of the pedophilic discourses and its relation 

with our society. Everyone investigating a discourse, myself included, will not be able to 

unveil the universality of its meaning, but according to Foucault we will, eventually, be able 

to generate a personal fundamental capability leading up to our confirmation (Foucault, 1982, 

54). 

  Aiming to provide insight into the confirmation of our common sense, by doing my 

research I came to the understanding it is influenced by a wide array of inhomogeneous 

discourses. By means of an exemplary, explorative investigation into pedophilia, a complex 

web of discourses was unfolded. Foucaults vocabulaire showed to be an appropriate fit for 

this investigation. Keeping in mind Jacques Barzuns’  understanding of the difficulty of 

choosing the factors to investigate a phenomenon, my aim was to provide comprehension of 

the topic by presenting concrete, everyday as well as alienating examples. In line with the 

ascending way I’ve explored, these examples could be used for illustrating conjunctions of 

motives. Quoted scientists who had remarks in relation with my investigation were all placed 

within their point of view on the phenomenon by stating their background. This way the 

originating discourse of those actors could be taken into account. The pragmatic inventory of 

my self defined network of implicit, explicit, hidden and resurfacing pedophilic discourses 

showed a broad diversity of viewpoints. The ascending analysis of power covered the network 

from its most peripheral tentacles to its core, creating fundament to draw general conclusions.  

  In the beginning, an overview of the explicit discourse was given. This encompasses 

the symbiosis of the common denominator, morality and the public opinion regarding 

pedophilia. Its exclusionary methods are served by bans, the construction of insaneness and 

the truth. Pedophiles are represented by permanent negative markings. This discourse is 

mainly incident-based, but underling the explicit discourse it is carried out in the implicit and 

hidden discourse. The implicit discourse, underlying the explicit discourse, was addressed 

next. It showed that our popular culture, in ancient times and also currently, contains 

concealed pedophilic motives. Children are constructed as irresistible. Besides sexualisation 

of the child, politicians utilize the child as a vehicle for policy making.  

  Beneath the surface of our everyday lives, hidden discourses are to be found. The 
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hidden pedophilic discourse was studied mainly from a digital media perspective. I focused 

on pedophilic representation within (the network of) the Freenet project. This technical 

democracy is exploited in twofold by pedophiles. Generally speaking, pedophiles seem to 

have either a public or a secluded nature, bearing in mind we’ve encountered the public 

oriented justification discourse and the self-oriented collection discourse. On the internet, 

there is systematic justification to be found.  Doll Albums showed there are also borderline 

cases present.  

  Finally the resurfacing discourse was analysed. Starting with the post-modern 

acceptance of the sexuality of the woman, it was discussed whether pedophilic pop culture 

could cause ways to stomach pedophilic preferences.  

 

10.1 I llation and discussion 

The explorative character of my investigation will be continued throughout my illation and 

discussion. In short, it could be said that the basic argument saying pedophilia is wrong and 

unaccepted presuming children are pre-sexual, is based on our temporary social construction 

they’ re seen as such. When someone in our culture, both children and adults see the child and 

erotic as coincident he is in trouble. The likes of Napthala and organisations who present 

themselves as lovers of children, for the good of the minor, have a subordinated moral. In a 

way, these individuals who seek justification are by describing themselves to others creating a 

discourse. Eventually this process will be leading up to verification, since no other voices are 

heard. Whether their justification is a coming out of the closet or not, it will potentially turn 

out to be a proof of ones belief. This way it’ ll turn into a self fulfilling prophecy, after one 

makes himself sufficiently credible, it will affect people©s actions.  

 The credibility gains strength from the unspecified legislation which covers adult-child 

relationships. The sexual freedom is abrogated by this legislation, and “ the notion that sex is 

harmful to the young has been written into social and legal structures in order to insulate 

minors from sexual knowledge and experience”  (Ziemba, 2003, 94). By this denial of 

eroticism for anyone under the accepted legal age, the caring and sympathizing child-lover 

gains strength for his argument. “Denying children their sexuality and the right to express it 

will not stop child molestation. It will only make children more vulnerable to abusive 

situations”  (ibidem). It takes away interest on the sexual development of their children that 

parents should have. 

 The prophecy and these grounds can cause for a child-lover to cross a border by 

becoming a practicing pedophile or a barterer. Once pedophilic subjects get de-individuated, 
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they “can be stopped up to a point through rational arguments and interventions, but past a 

point of no return mob behavior rules”  (Zimbardo, 1969). When the apologetic discourse also 

gets overwhelmed by a notable implicit discourse, in the form of for instance sexualization of 

children within our mass media and an up and coming pedophilic pop culture, the process will 

be hard to halter.  

  The rising of dominance of security instruments within cyberspace, such as obligations 

ISP’s have to follow, releasing of identities of internet users, interception of data 

transmissions caused a major shift of the internet; from essentially a space of freedom to a 

greenhouse (Castells, 2003, 193). The greenhouse got its windows smashed by the producers 

of distributed file storage systems like Freenet. However, the pedophile also got hold of a 

pseudo private space and the free trading place in the form of his utilization of the system 

Freenet and its partner Frost, thereby further diminishing thresholds to address any possible 

beforehand, concealed sexual preferences. The ruled constitutional right on chaos as stated by 

the U.S. Supreme Court and the idealistic motive of Ian Clarke’s Freenet conflict with 

pedophilic interferences.  

  A kind of logical fallacy occurs, since the vicious circle finds its roundness (again). 

The largest child-pornography videotheque got to the attention of the world. A reappointment 

of distributed infrastructures by authorizations will most likely occur next, causing yet another 

repositioning of cyberspace. This repositioning and control will be one of our main points of 

attention in upcoming legislations and policy making. For instance, according to one of the 

Dutch quality newspapers, het NRC Handelsblad, seven of the most popular Dutch chatrooms 

made deals to oblige moderating of chats and extensive registrations, due to the fact that more 

than half of the online children have encountered (mostly sexual oriented) nuisances while 

chatting (2005). 

 But besides creating panopticon31-like vehicles by fortifying chatrooms, a rational, 

synthetic understanding of the explored discourses is needed in order to create a possible 

hindrance for online pedophilic justification and children molestation processes. 

When our common sense admits rational interpretation of the diversity of viewpoints that are 

expressed within our society, an peer pressured enlightened common sense could be formed, 

                                                
31 Foucault described the workings of panopticism as follows: “This enclosed, segmented space, observed at 
every point, in which the individuals are inserted in a fixed place, in which the slightest movements are 
supervised, in which all events are recorded, in which an uninterrupted work of writing links the centre and 
periphery, in which power is exercised without division, according to a continuous hierarchical figure, in which 
each individual is constantly located, examined and distributed among the living beings, the sick and the dead- 
all this constitutes a compact model of the disciplinary mechanism” (1995; 197). 
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with a strength that, assuming both adults and children understand their position sex-wise, 

could stop online infiltration of pedophilic actors within their personal lives. The a-sexuality 

of the child needs to be deconstructed and understanding of the sexuality of the child 

(teenager) needs to give birth to. This way the void between children’s sexuality and our 

common sense disapproval and misunderstand of it, which is misused online by the child 

lovers and the pedophiles, can get narrowed down. A-sexuality of the child has become 

commonplace, and very fundamental and obvious. History showed that common sense is not 

idle; therefore we must understand that a shift is possible.  

  A structural shift, from political incident-based utilization of the child to addressing 

the needs of the (online) social climate of the child is necessary. Any other way, the child 

lovers as well as pedophiles, by addressing children’s emotions, will always have an 

advantage in getting in touch with children. In paragraph 8.2.1 we’ve already observed that 

children are willing to communicate with strangers and they relatively easily thrust people 

they meet online. The shift should embark more freedom in the public sphere regarding the 

understanding of sex both by parents and by their children. This way, the weapons of the 

pedophile to get near children are taken away, and child lovers can be showed their deviant. It 

may be normal behavior of parents to hug their children, but they cannot utilize that argument 

when there’s more interest for the child’s development. 
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11 Future research 

 

During my investigation, I’ve encountered numerous interesting problems. Further research 

can provide insight in the problems that evolve along the development of our digital media 

culture. Most important, it is necessary to conduct research on the boundaries between 

common sense and children’s sexual understanding. Also the sexualization of the child within 

our culture and its effects on society need to be looked into. Also, I find it questionable 

whether the Internet models the behavior of pedophiles, in a way that the virtual world does 

shape the real life (the becoming of the pedophile), is it the other way around, or something in 

the middle? Because I didn’ t have the possibility to focus on the historical evolvement of the 

pedophilic moral as extensively as I would like, it would be interesting to look into this 

phenomenon a bit more.  

  The explorative illation and discussion section also provides several interesting topics 

that need academic inquiry. One could think of participatory chatroom research, focussing on 

whether registration systems can exclude the unwanted and whether observation serves this 

purpose. Also it would be interesting to see if it is possible for peer-to-peer and distributed file 

storage networks to create a content control system, for instance like cooperative website such 

as <http://www.wikipedia.org/> do. The contradiction in termini that was found within 

Freenet can be seen within virtually every distributed storage networks that currently exist 

online. The weighing of democracy versus transparency could pose difficulties for a long 

time. Can chaos, the backbone of the internet, remain persistent?  

  Moreover, the introduction of the concept of a hidden discourse needs further 

investigation. To further define it, it could for instance be studied by researching other 

subordinated voices from the likes of hackers, file sharers, transsexuals, racists, religious 

fundamentalists and terrorists. By means of these examples, the theoretical background of the 

notion could possible be polished more.  
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